Love Your City!

Jeremiah 29:4-7

Introduction

"The city is too loud."
"The city is too stressful.”

"Since I've been living in the city, I've been getting sick more often."

These are statements that frequently come from the lips of Christians. Life in the
countryside has become a romanticized ideal: there would be peace, a healthier
lifestyle would be possible, there would be less stress, ...

The city is losing its appeal for many Christians. Housing for families is barely
affordable. The inner city has become a gathering place for liberals and alterna-
tives. Christians are constantly challenged to swim against the current.

The phenomenon of urban flight is real, and it affects the church as well. Yet we
have asked ourselves: How do we reach the city?

We saw from Paul's example that the basic prerequisites lie in the attitude of

the individual:

- A Christian worldview
- A Christian distinctiveness

- Bringing Christian truth to people



Paul made the secular society aware of the one true God. He met the city at eye

level and showed it:

- You are tiny before God.
- You are searching for God.

- You are dependent before God.
These explanations led to the magnificent crescendo:

God calls for repentance

1. Because God commands it.
2. Because God will judge you.

3. Because God has proven himself.

This is how Paul proceeded—and we may proceed in exactly the same way. We may
remind ourselves that God is not yet finished with this city.
But to motivate you anew and to paint before your eyes our mission as a

church, we take a detour into the Old Testament:Jeremiah 29:4-7

1.As a Strangerin It

The letter begins:
Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel ...

Here are the words of God. He introduces himself as the Lord of hosts—the mighty
general of an incomparable army. He stands above all the powers of the world and
could at any moment lead countless hosts into battle.

Even if it doesn't look like it, He is still sovereign. He has everything in his hand

and stands above all.



But not only that: He is still the God of Israel. Even though Israel is scattered—

the people of God remain the people of God. They are strangers in another city.
"To all the exiles whom | have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon."

They are people living in exile. From Jerusalem, the city of David, the city of God,
they were led to Babylon—symbol of pride, idolatry, and unbelief.
So here they are: strangers in a pagan land, far from hope and promise.

And God makes it clear:
"l have sent you from Jerusalem to Babylon."

It was no accident. It was his deliberate act.

The New Testament understands the nature of the Christian in the same way:

1 Peter 1:17: "... conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your
exile."

Philippians 3:20: "But our citizenship is in heaven ..."

From the moment of your conversion, you are a citizen of heaven! You are a
stranger in this world.

God's goal is not for you to feel completely at home on this earth. You are a
stranger—a foreigner. If you live in a city like Berlin, you will not be able to feel com-

pletely at home. Your heavenly identity will always challenge you.

2. As a Citizen of It

The Jews had heard from false prophets that they would soon return. But God says

something different:



Jeremiah 29:5: "Build houses and live in them! Plant gardens and eat their

fruit!"

In other words: Live here! Put down roots!

God makes it clear that they will stay for a long time.
"Only when seventy years are completed for Babylon ..." (Jer 29:10)

Christians are also strangers—but they are to live their lives here. Not passively, not
in flight from the world.
Love your city by living in it! Enjoy art, music, community, culture. Be present.

And:

"Take wives and have sons and daughters ... that you may multiply there

and not decrease!" (Jer 29:6)

God demands trust: Even in a hostile environment, his people can flourish. C. S.

Lewis wrote aptly:

"If you read history, you will find that the Christians who did most for the
present world were precisely those who thought most of the next."

(Mere Christianity, HarperOne, 2001, p. 134)

The more your gaze is fixed on heaven, the better you will live on earth.

3. As a Peacemaker for It

Jeremiah 29:7: "Seek the welfare of the city where | have sent you into exile,
and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your wel-

fare."



A revolutionary thought: Not revenge, not rebellion—but peace.
The Hebrew term DYDY (Shalom) means more than "peace": It signifies well-
being, wholeness, health, success. God calls us to seek the welfare of the city—eco-

nomically, socially, spiritually.
"Seek the welfare of the city ... pray for it."

Paul and Peter confirm this: Christians should be exemplary citizens, not trouble-
makers. They should do good, pray for the government, and promote the common
good.

But true peacemaking goes deeper. For the real problem of the city is not

poverty, but man's hostility toward God. Jesus came to end this hostility:

"He was wounded for our transgressions ... that we might have peace." (Isa-

iah 53)

Therefore we pray for our city—not only for outward peace, but that people may ex-

perience peace with God.

Conclusion

Love your city. Not blindly, not naively, but with full devotion. Love it by embrac-

ing your role as stranger, citizen, and peacemaker.
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